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he said : " I would beg one favoty: of you. There has
been talk of somebody being again appointed here in
connection with the press, I was to take over the work
in the meantime, as he wrote me from Friedrichsruh.
I said to Billow, however, that that would not do, as
it would first be necessary for me to arrange for the
necessary information, and prepare the files, and that
that would take some weeks. Probably Billow has there-
upon simply written to the Chief that I declined.
Now, I would request you, when you are next called
to the Prince, to take an opportunity of mentioning that
you got part of the material for your last article from
me, and that I have also been of assistance to you oc-
casionally in other ways." I promised to do this.

The article which the Chief had ordered appeared in
No. 22 of the Grenzboten, under the title of cc Some
Characteristics of the Minority in the Question of Tariff
Reform."

During the nest few months I was actively engaged
in the Gfrenzboten in supporting the Chiefs policy and
attacking his Free Trade and Progressist opponents.
I almost always took counsel with Biicher, who some-
times suggested the articles, and between us the Prince's
opponents came to hear many a bitter truth.

On the 9th of June I met von Thile at the corner
of the Flottwellstrasse and Lutzowstrasse. He stopped
as he returned my greeting, and we dropped into con-
versation, in the course of which I also mentioned his
retirement, and pointed to Keudell as the immediate
cause of it " He wished to be Secretary of State/' I
said, " and then Minister." " Your Excellency knows
better than I do how incapable he was of filling such
a post. He had an excellent eye for his own advantage,
but he had no political ability."